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2016 US Open Junior Tennis Championships

Yuta Kikuchi

Eri Shimizu

I am honored and grateful to have been a part of the Japan High School Tennis
Association US Open tour team for a 5th consecutive year. This was a unique year
because we had decided to reconstruct our training schedule. It was a brand new
experience for myself and the staff so we did not know what to expect but it turned out
we made the right decisions. I was very pleased that the teachers were willing to be
flexible in regards to making some changes. In my 5 years of experience with this
responsibility as tour team advisory coach, I felt like this was the best tennis
preparation the students received prior to competing at the US Open. Itisa
tournament that is filled with intense pressure and challenges that may be diffi cult to
emulate in Japan. I feel like every year we are making thoughtful efforts to create the
best environment for the students in preparation for the US Open and I am confident
that we will continue to make progress.

Our high school girl's champion Eri Shimizu was a repeat champion from last year. It
is very rare and extremely difficult to become a repeat champion. Itisan
extraordinary task and a proud accomplishment that deserves much praise !

Eri was very composed and mature this time because of her experience from last year.
Even from the first practice after a long flight, she was moving quite well and looked
focused. I was able to set Eri up to practice with one of the b est players in the US girls
16 and under. Her name is Andrea Cerdan and she is from NJ. She is ranked #1 in
all of NJ/NY and she became the national champion in girls 16 and under doubles a few
weeks ago. Eri had the opportunity to play 2 long har d fought sets with Andrea and
won both sets. It was a good warmup for a long battle she would have in the 1st round
of the qualifying where she would play for close to 4 hours. Unfortunately, she was
unable to win the match but she was able to give it her best effort. She was noticeably
disappointed with her result but she did admit that she gave it her all and just came up
short. I felt like after her 1st round loss last year, she didn't feel like it was her best
effort. Although it wo uld have been very nice for Eri to win a match, our team was
proud of her tough fight. She should be very proud of herself for participating in the
US Open qualifying tournament two years in a row.

The boy's high school champion Yuta Kikuchi was a very interesting individual. Every
year, I am very fascinated by all the players. Yuta however has a hunger to win that

felt quite different from years past. Maybe it is because h e believes he is a late
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bloomer and has more to prove. Or maybe because he did not have an overwhelming
summer full of great results at the inter-high or the All Japan Junior Championships.
Yuta had a swagger about him that clearly stood out. His demeanor was very mature
and his thought process was very compassionate. After his first round win in the
qualifying round, Yuta mentioned that there was no way that he could afford to lose in
the first round after everything the high school tennis association had done to provide
for his US Open experience. An extraordinary comment from a 16 year old boy. He
proceeded to dominate his second match as well only dropping 1 game on his way to the
main draw. In my 5 years of being an advisory coa ch, I don't think I've ever seen such
a powerful performance. His opponents were both top 70 ranked juniors in the world.
The main draw is a very different world however. Not only does the venue change but
the intensity of the playing atmosphere is enormously different. Yuta looked
noticeably nervous the first few games during his match but he turned it a round very
quickly. It was a nail biting 2 sets which he eventually lost 6-7 5-7 in front of a very
large crowd but it was a great battle. His opponent was one of America's top juniors
and he proceeded to get into the quarterfinal round. Yuta may not have played his
best match that day but understandably so considering the huge stage he was standing
on for the first time of his life. Nevertheless it was a very important experience for him
and I am sure he will continue to grow as a playe r because of it. It would be a pleasure

to see him back on the same stage again next year !
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